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Storage vessels at oil and gas non-production facilities are subject to control requirements established
in North Dakota Administrative Code Q\DAC) Subsection 33.1-15-07-02.1. A May 27, 2015
Department memorandum (attached) establishes when uncontrolled storage vessels at a non-
production facility are considered to be minor sources which are not subject to the control requirements
of NDAC Subsection 33.1- 1 5-07 -02.1 .

The COVID-19 pandemic has contributed to a significant drop in crude oil prices; consequently, the
need will likely arise forthe installation/operation of temporary crude oil storage tanks.

Under the May 27, 2015 memorandum, storage vessels with maximum expected annual VOC
emissions of less than2 tons/year are not required to control emissions and are not to be included when
calculating emissions from uncontrolled storage vessels at a facility for purposes of the policy.
However, the policy was developed for facilities with permanent storage vessels and was not meant to
apply to facilities with small, temporary (and possibly numerous) vessels at the facility.

Considering the above, uncontrolled temporary crude oil storage vessels at a facility are considered to
be minor sources which are not subject to the control requirements of the above subsection if combined
maximum expected annual emissions from all uncontrolled temporary crude oil storage vessels at the
facility are less than 40 tons/year of VOCs. Note that VOC emissions fi'om all temporary crude oil
storage vessels (regardless of the level of emissions) are to be included when calculating storage vessel
emissions for purposes of this policy.

Note that this policy is a temporary policy developed in response to a unique situation related to the
COVID-19 pandemic and only applies to controls required underNDAC 33.1-15-07-02.1. This policy
does not affect other requirements of NDAC 33.1-i5 including, but not limited to, NDAC 33.1-15-02
(Ambient Air Quality Standards), 33,1-15-12 Q\ew Source Performance Standards) and NDAC 33.1-
15-20 (Control of Emissions from Oil and Gas Well Production Facilities).

Any questions regarding this policy can be directed to Craig Thorstenson at 701-328-5i98 or at
cthorstenson@nd.gov.
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St<irngc Vcssc I ( )u'ttc rr'Opcritt ttrs attd I rltc rcstcd [) arl ics

RI: Storagc \,'csscls at Oil anil (lirs Non-Productiort l:acilitics

t)A'ni ir,{at' 37. 2015

Storage r,*stels l6cntcd at oil nnd gas produclion lacilitir:s arc cttrrcntlv sttbject lo rcquiretnents

csrabilshccl hl,thc l)eparrrricn{'s []rkkcn l)ool Oil irnd Cas Prorlr.tction Facilitics Air Pollrrti0n

L'ontrol l)*rnrirting & C'ompliarrcc (iuiduncc {l}ahkcn Cuidancc). Str.rragc vesscl:i locatcd al unll-

protluctir:n lacilitics ilrc rlol suh.jcct kt rhc Llahkur (-iuidnrrcc: lruu'evcr^ ctttissions {iom tltc

*turug. r'cssels rcruain sulr.irct t6 ('lral-rtcr'3i-l5-07 ol'thc North [)akota ;\ir l)ollution Ctlnlrrtl

Rulcs, subscctinn i-1- l 5-{)7-02.1 ol the rulcs stalcs iis lollo*'s:

No person nt(rrr L.(rtttc pr ltertttil t/rrr r,rti.t.rlalt of'rlrgunic c'ttmstnttttrls gu:e't und YoPort;. ex(tpl

"'t,tq)trrs 
rre irrrirl b.y Jluret, or (tn ttluulll't!/ittir',t cotltrol device il.t etPprot'(:d hy th,t

rlepttttttt:ttt. ;\linor sottrces, ut tlelt:rmine:d b.\t the rlestorlnutnt ttnd fttl 'tublcc'/ lo AIctr"\btrrec

I,itfnrnunce Slurulurd.s f,V,V',!j, tnul'hc grttnleil trcmltlirtns tr.t this suh'ttttion.

I:,nrissions lionr a storage r,csscl ilr a nor]-Froductiott facilitf ilrc cnnsidered to he adecluatell'

conlrollcd for purposcs nl'conrpli;urcc nillr thc ahrrvc-rclcrcnccd srrtrscclinn if'emissiorls ;rrc

c(lnlrollcd hr1.,a l1;rrc, l)oafing loiif. r'ir1tr.rr r{r:(1tct'\' ttrtit or cquallv r:l't'cclivc crrntrol rJsvicc.

,{ storage vessel is consiclcrcd to bc uus,.xttrollcd il'enrissions arc nol ct:trtrerllcd b1' a flare.

floating ront. vapor recolcr)i unit or equall-r" cflbctiv-c cot:trol dcvicc. t-inctlntrolled stor{tge

',,esscli'at a non-procluction l;rcilitv arc cnnsidcred to hc rninor s()urces rvhich are nol suttiect tt'r

the cnntrol rcqgircrnrnts pl'1lrr.'ii[p1,c suhscctinn it'hfdf ol'thc lollirx'ing conditiolls arc l]1ct:

l) \,laximuln cspectcil ;rnriull crttissirtns li<ltn caclt tttrctlntrr.rlicd storilge Vcsscl itrc

lc.-qs lhgrr f) ren-s/)'car ol'r ol;rtilc orqanic cotn;xrurttls iV(Xls); and

2j Ci:tnbincil rpaximurrr cliprcted annual *missions tl'crn all uncontrollcd storage

vssscls at the facilitv lrre less than 20 tons'\'e ar ol'\j(Xls.
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Slorngrr Vesse l.s lv{crno I vlay ?7. 2015

Storage vessels rvith tnaximum expcctecl annusl VOCI emissions o{'less than 2 lons./year 0re nol
rcguired lo control emissions undcr this pr:rlic1' ancl are not tn hc includcil when cnlcularing
cmi'ssions fionr unconirollccl storatc vcsscls at llrc facility hrr purposcs ol'rhis polic1,.

"l'o bc considercd adcquatclv controllcd ftrr purposcs ol'<Jr:rnonstrating conrpliance rvith the
rcquirctlcttlsol'subscciitlniJ-15-07-02.1 ol'tlicrilcs.storagcvcssclsar;facilitvrlustcirlrerbc
conlrollcd in accordlncc u'ith lhc requircrncnts r:{" thii policy or a sitc-ipecillc r+rirtcrr
dctcmlinatioll lllust bc obtainecl tiorn tlre I)cpartnrcnt inclicating that emissions frorn cach storage
vcss*l are aticquate Iv controllcd.

All orvner/oporalor$ requiretl to install rontrol cquipmcnt to conrply rvith the requirrments
of Substction 13-15'07-0?.t nf thc lYorth llakota,tii lrottution Control llulcs muit hatc rhe
rcquired control cquipnrcnl in.stnlled anel opcraled by.lanuary l, Z0l6. F*ilure to install
requircd control equipnrcnt rvill sutrjrc{ lhe owncr/oper{for of thc facilii-v lo rnforcemcnt
action.

Any c;uestiorts rcgarding tlre above polic.v can be <iirected to Craig Thor"*tgrson at ?01-j2g-5lgg
cir at c lhorstrnson,Ond. gor'.
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