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The Burn Variance Application 
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•Short  form – 1 page  (both sides) 
•Filled out by city personnel 
•Required to answer all questions on form 
 
•Requires  signature of specific persons 

•Are YOU one of those persons? 
•A representative of the city or rural fire dept. 
•A District Health Unit Representative 

  
 



Burn  Variance Application 
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Please note the actual title of the 
application in its’ entirety                           

 
 
 
 
 

“Application For Open Burning 
Variance 

 Of Clean Wood At Landfills” 
 
 
 

               The title was officially changed in 2014 



8/5/2016 . 4 
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After signing – the city or town must wait for the 
Approval form to arrive from the Bismarck office 

 
 

Sending in an application does not guarantee 
approval. Wait for approval before burning. 

 
 

Rules on the Approval form should be followed 
along with those on the Application 

 
Rules are similar on both forms 





What to look for if you check a burn 
pile. . .  
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Pile should consist of trees and 
branches. . .  . . 



What should not be in this pile? 
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Sometimes all this seems 
like a lot of hoops to jump 
through! 

But please follow proper procedures 



  

8/5/2016 . 19 

What was burned in this photo? 
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What was burned in this photo? 
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What was burned in this photo? 
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What was burned in this photo? 
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What was burned in this photo? 



  

8/5/2016 . 24 

What was burned in this photo? 
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What do you do if your burn pile 
contains prohibited items? 
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What do you do if your burn pile 
contains prohibited items? 

Sort materials and separate into appropriate piles, 
removing all but the clean burning non-trade-waste 
wood from the burn pile. 



8/5/2016 . 28 

 
 
 START WITH: 

•Access control 
•Monitored dumping 

These keep out 
prohibited items! 

NEXT: 
•Fill out paperwork properly 
•Mail in 
•Wait for approval  
•Follow all rules on page 2 of the application! 
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Things not allowed in the burn pile  
at an inert landfill   

 Insulation                 Upholstered furniture 
Plastics               Shingles and tar paper               

Tires        Insulation 
Chemical Containers              Mattresses 

Hoses and other rubber products 
 

Should be Prohibited from entry to an inert 
landfill  

Any type of Battery      Liquids 
Dead Animals  (carcasses) 

Oil   (New and used) 
Electronics 
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Trade Waste 
 

33-15-01-04. 50. Definitions. "Trade waste" 
means solid, liquid, or gaseous waste 
material resulting from construction or the 
conduct of any business, trade, or industry, 
or any demolition operation, including wood, 
wood containing preservatives, plastics, 
cartons, grease, oil, chemicals, and cinders. 



A quick way to remember…. 
 

Any waste acquired while conducting 
business, is considered trade waste. 

Trade Waste 

What is a Trade Waste? 



Trade Waste 

What is a Trade Waste? 
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Trade Waste 
 

33-15-04-01. Refuse burning restrictions. No person 
may cause, conduct, or permit open burning of 
refuse, trade waste, or other combustible material, 
except as provided for in section 33-15-04-02 or 33-
15-10-02, and no person may conduct, cause, or 
permit the conduct of a salvage operation by open 
burning. 



Trade Waste 
But the burn variance application says “clean 
wood”. Aren’t pallets and branches clean wood? 

Considerations: (read your application carefully!) 
 
•Is it an exceptional circumstance? 
 
•The Department encourages better management 
of wood wastes. Routine trade waste (pallets, 
manufacturing waste, etc) may not be allowed. 
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Trade Waste Issues 
 

Where might you encounter trade waste at your inert landfill? 
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Trade Waste Issues 
 



8/5/2016 . 37 

Trade Waste Issues 
 



Highlights 

• Burn variances are only allowed for “exceptional 
circumstances” 

• Allowable items include ONLY clean wood 

• Separate grass clippings from wood. They smolder 
and shouldn’t be burned 

• Burnable wood piles should contain only trees and 
branches- avoid stumps with lots of soils 

• Trade wastes are not allowed to be burned.  
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Any Questions? 
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